
At a puzzling meeting Feb. 3, the
KB Home project slated for the

gravel parking lot behind Panda Ex-
press went before the Planning Com-
mission to receive comments.  Senior
planner Christine Sinnette called the
situation “unusual” and “very differ-
ent from anything staff has done in the
past.”  Planning Commissioners were
initially confused because the pro-
posed 69-unit building’s massing and
height had already been decided by

the City Council prior to a Dec. 6,
2012 legal deadline and the Design
Review Commission had approved
the project and will be looking at the
finer details of the design as a condi-
tion of their approval, leaving the
Planning Commissioners scratching
their heads over the purely procedural
review.   

      
“There is no point in a Planning

Commission meeting at this point”
said Commissioner Jeanne Atelje-
vich.  “The size and mass were dic-
tated long ago in developer
agreements.”

      
Explaining they are “90 percent”

done with the design of the project,
project manager Steve Buchholz of
Heller Manus Architects clarified
that is the reason the Design Review
Commission was able to approve the
project, and that all of the final draw-
ings along with refinements will
come back for a final review by the
DRC.

      
A staff report prepared for the

Feb. 3 meeting noted the require-
ment of the Planning Commission to
review the plans, and that DRC will
continue to work with KB Home on
further design details, including

lighting fixtures, fencing materials,
detailed landscape specifications. 

      
It has taken years to get to this

point of having nothing to decide at
a meeting, aside from brief commen-
tary.  Changes have been made to
this multi-family complex on a 1.5
acre parcel in the heart of Lafayette
with regard to size and ownership.
Originally Lafayette Residential
Partners proposed development on
the site, but sold their interest to KB
Homes about five years ago, now the
structure is shorter than when first
proposed and the number of units
has been scaled back from 81 to 69
units.  A  Development Agreement
was amended in February of 2008,
which ratified terms that both the
city and the developer agreed upon
almost 15 years ago; freezing the
city’s rules and regulations to the
original approval date of April, 1998.

      
Moving forward, the City Coun-

cil, on a split vote, approved concep-
tual architectural plans in late 2012
for a 72-unit, 55-foot tall structure
that is the third component of the
Town Center development.  It has
since been revised to a total of 69
one-, two- and three-bedroom units.

Conditions of approval required that
both the Design Review Commis-
sion and Planning Commission re-
spond to six specific directives to
make the project approvable.  Direc-
tives range from incorporating a
grand gesture or organizing element
to simplify materials to reduce the
verticality and beyond.   

      
Because the relevance of com-

ments was in question, none of the
commissioners addressed the list of
six directives, noting those items are
the jurisdiction of the Design Review
Commission.  Commissioner Karen
Maggio expressed concern about
sustainability issues, she wanted the
living areas to be “more gracious”
and commented about the scarcity of
green features such as the lack of
natural light and ventilation in the in-
terior corner units, “this design is so
20 years ago.”

      
The next step for the project is to

go before the City Council on Feb.
24 for their review.  Changes or
amendments can still be made by the
City Council at that time by a major-
ity vote.  Then it will circle back to
Design Review for further refine-
ment of design details. 
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Civic News

City Council
Monday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room at 1212
Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 12, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Library
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Lafayette Police
Summary,
Jan.19 - Feb. 1

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013
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Dream View Property…
Private Yet Close to Everything!

Lafayette’s Best

KB Project Makes Concluding Rounds
By Cathy Tyson

Rendering of the south elevation, Lafayette Town Center Phase III. Courtesy of Heller Manus

Alarm Reports: 34
Suspicious Vehicle Stops 
      Recorded: 18
Alcohol:
      1/29 DUI misdemeanor, 
      Bacon Wy/Springbrook Rd
      1/30 Drunk in Public, 
      Noah’s Bagels
      1/31 Intoxicated Subject, 
      Lafayette Cr
      2/1 DUI misdemeanor, 
      Old Tunnel Rd/Windsor Dr
Arrests:
      1/22 Warrant Arrest, Safeway
      1/25 Warrant Arrest, 
      Mt Diablo Bl
Auto:
      1/21 Hit and Run 
      misdemeanor, Brown Av
      Hit and Run 
      misdemeanor, Lafayette Cr
Burglaries:
      1/20 Auto Burglary, 3400 
      Block Monroe Av
      1/22 Residential Burglary, 
      location not available
      Auto Burglary, 
      Oakwood Athletic Club
      1/23 Auto Burglary, 
      Oakwood Athletic Club
      Auto Burglary, 4000 
      Block Mt Diablo Bl (2)
      Auto Burglary, PD 
      1/26 Residential Burglary, 
      Shangri La Rd
      Auto Burglary, 3700 
      Block Mt Diablo Bl
Disturbances/Public Nuisance:
      1/24 Harassment, location 
      not available
      1/25 Juvenile Disturbance, 
      Old Tunnel Rd
      Verbal Dispute, location 
      not available

      Panhandling, Safeway 
      1/26 Panhandling, Safeway 
      1/28 Disturbing the Peace, 
      Rohrer Dr
      Verbal Dispute 1st St/Mt 
      Diablo Bl
      1/30 Verbal Dispute, Moraga Bl
      2/1 Public Nuisance, 
      Martino Rd
      Public Nuisance, 
      Springhill Rd
Fireworks:
      1/26 Burton Valley 
      Elementary School
Missing:
      1/23 Adult, Via Los Colorados
      1/24 Adult, Wilkinson Ln
      2/1 Adult, 1st St
Possession: 
      1/23 Paraphenalia, Miller Dr
Reckless Driving:
      1/19 Golden Gate Wy/Mt 
      Diablo Bl
      1/22 Deer Hill Rd/1st St
      1/25 Sweet Dr
      1/30 St Marys Rd/Glenside Dr
      2/1 Pleasant Hill Rd/Reliez 
      Valley Rd
Theft:
      1/20 Petty Theft 3300 Block 
      Mt Diablo Bl
      Petty Theft, location not 
      available
      1/22 Grand Theft, Deer Hill Rd
      1/24 Petty Theft, Woodview Dr
      1/28 Petty Theft, Starbucks 
      Petty Theft, location not 
      available
      2/1 Grand Theft, Oak Hill Rd
Trespass:
      1/20 3700 Block Mt Diablo Bl
Vandalism:
      2/1 Brown Av

e Lafayette City Council is
soliciting applicants to fill the
following volunteer vacancies:

Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Circulation Commission, Lafayette Community
Center Foundation, Capital Projects Assessment Committee (CPAC), Creeks Committee,
Design Review Commission, Downtown Street Improvement Master Plan Committee
(DSIMPIC), Environmental Task Force, Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission, Planning
Commission, Public Art Committee, Senior Services Commission, Youth Commission and
Lafayette’s representative to the Contra Costa County Advisory Council on Aging.

Lafayette is a community that prides itself on its strong volunteer participation. For
information about these vacancies and the responsibilities of each of these bodies please visit
our website.  www.lovelafayette.org  Applications can be downloaded from our webpage or
contact city offices (925-284-1968) and an application will be mailed to you.

All positions are OPEN UNTIL FILLED.

YOUR 24/7 HOME CARE SPECIALIST

Let us help your loved ones
retain their pride, dignity & 
independence with our full-
service home care.
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24/7 On Call HOME
CARE Experts

Best Home Care For Le$$
$1000 off
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-
Saturday

10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/15/14.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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